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	Summary:
	This report updates the Committee on progress following the consultation on the proposed Hire Boat Licensing Conditions. 
The Committee is invited to note the report, and members’ views are sought on the proposal to amend the implementation timetable. 


1
Introduction
1.1
A report was brought to the committee on 23 October 2008 setting out the process relating to the implementation of Hire Boat licensing. 

1.2
A consultation commenced on 10 October 2008 which asked for feedback on the licensing conditions and implementation timescale. Consultees included British Marine Federation, Broads Hire Boat Federation, Day Boat Association, Hire Boat Operators and other stakeholders. 

2
Progress
2.1
The consultation closed on 19 November 2008, and all responses are in the process of being analysed. The updated licensing conditions will be brought back to this committee to complete the consultation process.
2.2
The consultation proposed a timescale for introduction of the licensing scheme as follows:



Day hire Boats from 1 April 2009





Weekly Hire Boats from 1 April 2010
2.8
However, in view of the consultation responses, and following a productive meeting with the Broads Hire Boat Federation, in which particular concerns relating to the licensing conditions and implementation timescale were discussed, it is proposed that the implementation of Hire Boat Licensing be delayed until April 2010 for all types of hire vessels.

2.9
The postponement of the introduction until 2010 would allow
(a)
the Authority greater time to fully review and where necessary amend the licensing conditions;

(b)
adequately train officers; and

(c)
boatyards sufficient time to prepare for the introduction of the new regime.

2.10
This proposal will be considered by the Boat Safety Management Group on the 26 November 2008, and an update from that meeting will be brought to the committee.
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